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neers of  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico  and  other  Federal,  State  and 
local  organizations. 


As  of 
APR.  1,  1950 


WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 
April  1,  1950 


Snow  accumulation  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Upper  Colorado  River  ' 
varied  from  about  lUo  percent  of  normal  on  the  Green  River  in 
Wyoming  to  about  50  percent  of  normal  in  local  areas  of  Southern 
Colorado  and  Northern  New  Mexico.     Soil  moisture  conditions  are 
fair  to  good  in  Colorado  and  excellent  in  Wyoming. 

The  snow  cover  at  high  elevations  in  Arizona  is  very  low  with 
most  courses  bare  as  of  April  1„    Reservoir  storage  is  below 
last  year  and  generally  below  the  past  ten  year  average. 


COLORADO  RIVER  AND  TRIBUTARIES 
IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (above  Glenwood  Springs):    The  snow  cover  on  the  Colorado 
River  above  Glenwood  Springs  is  97  percent  of  normal  and  83  percent  of 
a  year  ago.     Similar  conditions  exist  on  the  Roe  ring  Fork.     On  the  Grand 
Mesa  snow  cover  is  slightly  above  average.     There  are  no  locations  on 
this  watershed  where  the  water  supply  outlook  is  substantially  above  or 
average.     Storage  in  Green  Mountain  reservoir  is  now  77,000  acre-feet  as 
compared  to  62,000  a  year  ago.    Strean  flow  is  reported  as  about  normals 
Valley  precipitation  has  been  deficient  but  soil  moisture  conditions  are 
described  as  fair  to  good, 

Gunnison  River:    The  water  supply  outlook  on  the  Gunnison  River  is  similar 
to  the  Colorado.    Snow  cover  is  relatively  high  on  the  North  Fork  and 
other  areas  north  of  the  river.    Deficiencies  in  snow  cover  exist  from 
Marshall  Pass  along  the  Continental  Divide  west  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Uncompahgre.    At  high  elevations  near  Red  Mountain  Pass  the  seasonal 
snow  accumulation  has  been  much  less  than  elsewhere  in  "Western  Colorado. 
Soil  moisture  conditions  are  fair  to  good,,     Storage  in  Taylor  Park 
reservoir  is  now  72,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  65,000  on  April  1,  i9-'-F  • 

lamp a  and  White  Rivers:    On  the  yampa  River  the  snow  cover  is  above 
normal  with  relatively  higher  snow  on  the  Elk  and  Snake  River  tributaries. 
On  the  White  River  snow  accumulation  is  up  to  90  percent  of  normal. 
Streamflow  is  above  average  and  soil  moisture  conditions  are  described  as 
good.    The  summer  discharge  of  these  streams  should  be  normal  or  slightly 
above. 
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San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers:    There  is  considerable  variation  in  the 
snow  cover  over  the  San  Juan  River  drainage  in  respect  to  normal.  Along 
the  Continental  Divide  the  April  1  snow  surveys  show  near  average  snow 
cover  near  T/Volf  Creek  Pass  but  there  is  a  rapid  decrease  to  the  south 
and  west  of  this  area.     There  is  practically  no  snow  on  the  New  Mexico 
tributaries.     On  the  Animas  River  there  has  been  some  improvement  in 
the  water  supply  outlook  during  the  past  month  but  the  summer  flow 
of  this  stream  will  be  much  below  average.    Soil  moisture  conditions 
on  this  watershed  are  reported  as  from  fair  to  good.     Storage  in  Vallecito 
reservoir  is  now  55,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  33,000  on  April  1,  19U9. 

Dolores  River;    Snow  cover  on  the  ^olores  River  is  92  percent  of  average 
which  represents  very  little  increase  in  snow  accumulation  during 
March.     Summer  flow  of  the  Dolores  and  San  Miguel  rivers  will  be  less 
than  average  and  considerably  less  than  a  year  ago.     The  snow  near 
Groundhog  Reservoir  is  slightly  less  than  average  for  this  date.  Winter 
precipitation  has  been  deficient  and  s  oil  moisture  conditions  are 
described  as  fair  to  poor, 

COLORADO  RIVER 
IK  WYOMING  AND  UTAH 

On  the  Green  River  in  "Wyoming  the  snow  cover  is  well  above  average  and 
last  year.    The  soil  of  the  high  range  and  meadow  lands  is  wet.  The 
1950  summer  flow  of  this  stream  at  Linwood,  Utah,  is  expected  to  be 
much  above  average.     On  the  Duchense  River,  tributary  to  the  Green  in 
Utah,  snow  cover  is  UO  percent  above  average  but  slightly  less  than  for 
April  1,  19^9 «     In  the  central  part  of  the  state  snow  cover  is  less  than 
average.     The  water  supply  outlook  for  the  Virgin  River  in  Southern  Utah 
is  definitely  below  average. 

COLORADO  RIVFR 
IN  ARIZONA 

There  is  practically  no  snow  at  high  elevations  in  Arizona  as  of  this 
date.     Since  below  average  snow  conditions  have  existed  throughout  this 
area  during  the  winter  months,  the  spring  and  summer  discharge  of 
streams  as  a  result  of  snow  melt  will  be  much  below  average.     Soil  mois- 
ture conditions  on  the  mountain  rai  ges  is  good  as  of  this  date.  In 
irrigated  areas  the  soil  is  drying  at  a  rapid  rate  and  conditions  are 
poor  on  the  Gila  watershed.     Streamflow  is  below  normal  with  about  600 
second- feet  reported  for  the  Salt  River  and  300  for  the  Verde,    San  Carlos 
reservoir  has  in  storage  about  73,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  260,000 
last  year  and  251,000  for  the  past  ten-year  average. 

The  net  storage  in  Lake  Mead  is  now  17,686,000  acre-feet  which  is 
practically  the  same  as  on  April  1,  19U9» 
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WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 

BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 
April  1,   19  50 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


